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(Singlehood) MXT°r°n NYDINY N12°01 NP> T2 NN IPNNA YW NP Y 1N10n
NIWPNT NPNYID°0D NPIIRNY AP°12 N°PYOW MY DY 0’13120 22, NP -
NPT NPIRNY 012 191 (Bowlby, 1969/1982; Erikson, 1963) N1 0rKI
"NPINTIN 1TY R-nna”

‘Reynolds, Watherell & Taylors, 2007) ‘Choice and Lack of chance )
,Selective/Adaptation mechanism’ (Lesthaeghe & Moors® 2002)

1PN MANDNA NYYA 7°01701X2 NIXT N M7°20101

D012 1TPNRNT N°20W MY220nN 0P 1°01Y2IRA 7T DINN2 712 TV 102WIW DIpnna
T IWPN NI2°RTNANR AWINA ,D7R0PR D°0N° (Sexuality) D79X10pD

Kijak, 2011; Lesseliers & VanHove, 2002; Lofgren-Martenson, 2004; Servais,)
,(2006

RO YRV 1PN D0 P95V N2 NYYA 1701712 NIRT M’ NYDIN XPNT N
NT°12 X5 72% 0IRWI N°How MY 0Y DPWIRA N°270 YITN

D27 7D0N VXN ,1PYOV NIPANN DY P0IVIIRL MR XYL DIPNnN 1TV
PPN POV MRTPY N12°07 MTIR N1IN2ANT *IDIX 1Y DY XN 001IRN
J1PITIN NPIRONI N1PA1212°0D NPTIRD

N (Bowlby, 1969/1982) mwpnin N»MR°N 172 ,N1A1212°0071 N1PIRN
WP TV INXY DR 77190 07 WP DX 00 nuavio (Erikson, 1963) N1 OIKR
TN YW M2A RY N1IWPNN 11320 (D021 NPYRT DINNA DY YW 77210 12°0 11w
,Chance or Lack of Chance' n11771n n11IR DA .N1PRY0IR 11X°Y NY12°2 PP IR
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,712°20 NYDOWAY DMP’NAA1 DNXY RPN YW 112°0pD0IDN MXTMD Mo nn
m2om 7712 YV XN DAY 0212 MRTN DI TING D702 XpNT L0201 112N
03 YR TIINRT MWK NPINTI TYA/717N2 PAY %7 1P 2P MIRXNI AT WP 1TV
2T 12N PRTDX TN TIa YW NN/ 02100 10 hwn Tiptnk

mYann nHya PoIVIIRA MXTT DX PITAY 17 IPnna YV N1P20IDING PNI1ON
nv1> MO NrAY VTN DMYI1 D7WR (NIRAT M20AN NNXRN NP2 YO
WP XY 2127 1X/1 (Bowlby, 1969/1982) n1nwpnin N»7R°N D YV N1wpnn
X177 PRIV NPTy onen ORA L(Erikson, 1963) NP 0IRA N27IRN °D Y "N0IR
MPINTIN TV A-071°N2 07IRN °DY 111 N2/]20 MIMAI NPD X YW1 MR 12°01
Choice and Lack of chance' (Reynolds et al., 2007), Selective/Adaptation"”
('mechanism (Lesthaeghe & Moors, 2002

HPI 1Ip2 MIRTIPA NYDIN DRI WPT2 NPT NPOKRYPA NPIIR°NY °2pna
NX° 0YPANI YWA/°NN2Na DINNA NP 0°0°02 0WPN NP M°Yow mYamn
RN 12 0P XOR IV PRI DY PR PXPORNI0 0107

PINY 25-65 D°XY°32 N°113°2 TV 717p N°YOW N172311 DY 073120 96 1DNNWR 1pnna
IPNN2 DNMIDNNY TV M7 ROV ,(41.7%) D7XT°N2 40 199D NNX AX12p :NIX12P NYH
oYn (58.3%) Y12p 1T WP 07PN 56 1970 IV NX12P (D7 NI HYN) TR AT WP
JPMIPR ATINNA NP MNIA ATINN2 WINYY nwYl .07NIY

1Pon NWILYWY AR T MIRXINM NPV, IPANT NNON DX PX1 190

NIRTT° N19°2017 NPNYIS0D NPNIRD 'R PN

NIWPNAT NP7IRN °D HY NPT W 02 DWPN ARXIND MIRT’Y N2°0

(Hazan & Shaver, 1987)

90w MY Y2 1 VP TNPPNY DR P2 DTN 7P DRA PI72% A0 n7onn
11130 NP 727 NORY VIPY WY .N1A1PA N1PINTA DY D0’ NWI21 N1IWPNa 113302
0’01’ MNWI 117811 (Hazan & Shaver, 1987) n1nwpni

(Furman & Buhrmester 1985)

IRXNY PRI 27P21 M2 NIWPN 11330 RN 2217 TWP 0PN 11p1 ° 11770
oY NMWPNAT 02770 °2 1179Y L]0 10D .VIN1 TN, M0 XY MIWPNn Mno
N»277°N A31W AN 2T WP RPN 272 -1 a0 ,2R ,0X M21Pa NPT
DRTI°7 2Ip2 NWpNan

NMYPNAN N°2717°12 0°2727 1272 MYWRT M0 NIWPNA 1330 X0 MIXI1pn N
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DINT OY NP Am122 D0’ NN ARXNI DPXT° 170 27P2 AYYIR -MNYWA NPT oY
111122 D’0M° WA ARXNDI "7 TP RPN 17P2Y TIv2 ,N1rInTn XYY RV DR
O1YIINRD MR "l|7]'|73'7 110772 2 NXN1 °M2110 IPnNna 1ana DiNT XD NINT oY
N17322 D)7 00N’ D02 DA NYID°2 PNIYNYN 7P5Nn xRy ,n°9YHon

Lamb, 2004; Lewis & Lamb, 2003; Mallers, Charles, Neupert, & Almeida,)
17317 N°X°D V210N ORI 0Y >N P10 VP ,Ax1IN°D3 (2010

(1963) 5w NP VIR NPIIRN D YV NPT 7Y’ D7WPA AIRXIND MRTI’Y M2
YY1 N7 WP NPPN/DRTTY P2 D720 IRXNY ORI PITAY An°n 71ona Erikson
NPRPOPR NYRYIA VI'Y YY1 R0IR TWP N1°Y°Y N1912°2 n°H0w mYann

NXVIAN 12V 1DIRY DO NNT DTN °1W 12w (FIS) (Descutner & Thelen, 1991)
Mawnnal Mwina 71N NIPYa NRVANNT - Y2 DPRYOPR NPROPRA
NYRWA VINPY WY1 1D 10D NI NDNTWN 1YWY NRVIANNI- 127°YD NP O]
DW’K 172 D IWPA PPOPK 107N

>1¥ 121 Adolescent intimacy (Shulman, Laursen, Kalman, & Karpovsky, 1997)
0°10N2712N7 DR ANWY N212°0 -NPW R NPRYOPR (NTPNRYOIRT RWINYD DO NN DTN
D”’W K 01012 12M7 NX N5 N212°0 IPNX0T NPRYOPRI INXY T°Y D711Wpa D7W KR
17123 P00 AT WP CNYPR 17p2 NPRYOPRY NY15°0 7D 11V L INRY DIvpn
12°YD NPRPOPR TN LANATI T AYWA DR 2Ip2 DPRYOPRY NY10°An nY
D’RIN 19X DPRXNDN 227 0P "N7PNR1 DR T 27P2 D122 IRXNI 1792711 N1PR0IK)
DIWDHRNI 11D°WN NY12°1 MIMPND DTN NP N°70W MY2nn DY 03120 17p2 °D
ARV 12°YD NPRYOPRY 71123 NY12° ARYNAI 0°I1237 2792 .07 N2/]2 DY NPRYOIR
D°2221011 N*°01721821 N°5921 10192182 D2IpNN DRIN AT RXNN .1°Y27 NPRYOIRY
07217 D°W1 12 AN1T 1TaN D720 X¥N1 D2 DY0wA)

(Hook, Gerstein, & Gridley, 2003; Tannen, 1990; Twohey & Ewing, 1995)

DR YV 1712°0pDH0IDN MXTIH NP0 :NPIITIN DPIIRD -2 pPhn
Choice-Chance DnXY

PRIW>I1 TOIN NO’ON2 X117 WP NYpnY RTM P 0°07a0 P72 anvn aionn
21T N3/1Aan nro X

MNDONA DRI DK1Y N0 N1PD X DX P172Y 1N°0 DN10NRY D°117XY 211 V1IN vl
RMS The Reason for Marriage Scale PX1w°1% m12°0 198w 2110 N2/1an M”xXIn
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129 M2 Y NIMYPN DR1W°17 N1PWAT N12°0 -TWRIN DTN "1V 121 (1997 ,X71°DV)
D111 NIIRNNA NPOPID/NPORNIID M0 -1V TWPN 11X NP 2w MoN A7
NMWYI 1197121 N°N12N 7122p2 7IXY VPRI DPRIY°INN 022191 DOXNT1D1 00RO
22MID [DINA N7 12 YW NPAITA PINW 11D 1712000

MIdN AN TR :0°TRN °1w 121 (1988 ,INW) 2171 N2/122 MDTYIN N131DN 19XRY
D117 N D127 N1POPID N13120 1X°°N Wi N1210 NN NTPYR

DR P2 2720 77 DRA PR MYRY 1I00°1 N1YWa Noi1Y 1Pwpnn a1 phna
NN IRXN DRI AT N2/]20 N1PD XM PRIYIT TN NDDN 2237 A1 TWPn n»pn’
J2X NN PNWA MY

TR DR D°Y°20 0912 ,70120 2071 WP D7pY DX DR 1220 (99%) 1pnnn °pTal 9o
74% ,12 102 .0 N0 MORY 10 TWPa YW INn1NY DTN 21w Pnn 2% 1annny
2720 P01 KD T AN ,XWIA21 TWPa DX TONY DX DX 1Y°20 PN Ponnwnn
20T VPN NN DRTT P2
D°W1 2217 WP RPN YW NPDXAN N3 PRIV I AN R0 YW N1DYX 7 RXN]
MoNY 1M N0 MR NPYWR NNXPNT MNDONY 17 7123 2pwn 1p2Ivn NPRT
0’2101 0°31°X2 19X NINDN 210 DX 137X 217 WP D°VI1,1NN1YY .01PN1a »°Na NPopPIo
MR MP YN 71 M) N0 120 DPRTT D°WI YW NPD X 0 RXNI Ty Ny
120 DPND XA NP MINN A CONT WP DOVI NNV .MINONa 27N DX AT 122
272 P77 WPA YW NPNIRYXN *NY21 MPDI0IR 70700 Y NIPYAXN AR NIRXIN 171
NINIRNT NPVOYHR™M PRIY? I NPT N0 2170 WP RPN 211p2 70 19N DR T
»MN NPD°XY DM’ PR NP AT WP N7pn PIX DKM’ 21p2 UKD NP
N°o0 ,DNNIYY DR’ 211P2 /Y00 DR PYnY 1071 XY'W 0°°210 01 110 1201 PRIY]
01011 2V VAR 197710 NIPN22 'NPI3PT0ID’ ,NP00 YR *NYA A0 PRIV’ NPT
1250
11X 0IM/7IX MIRTIYY WP NINNA NR2TAY WRww 13210 X0 PRI IV ,]0 110D
TWPY ANTY NPOPR DPRVANT DTN NP VP2 0727 Hw/0721N MY XwInY
NN 7YY TP n) WP NYY NP0D RVINA DTN ,(CNRID NVHY TP N)
DMK NIPRIA MNYYNA/MIPNT IR 1WPa TITY (D°pT2I0 "1PYn N0 NTRY
.0’NND DPRINNIT TN 17DV DRXNNT NX DV VIRN
NIXNY 1N°1 .NDOI NPT MIXT P NYOIN NX D2PRN DMK NIPRIT NIRXIN
NITINM VI ,22°0° 1P (N°YOW MY2N *HY1 1P NIXTMPY N12°02 0°2°07N0 V1YY
17NV 2207 NWIYYH 00 apni
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Feldman, 1993; Freedman, Carismith, & Sears, 1970; Levi-Segev & Herts- )
(Lazarowitz, 1986; McDavid & Harari, 1974

W 1Y RNV MPODORY APR RN YW NP NN°0 20PN 22000
DRIW 31 NPT DY 72WNNA DORTIA N°2790 DIR PWAI0 20000 N0 VPN PN
101N NWINN 0’100 YW 12130 29w NPAT WIRnn TN YW N1 hw mwinna anvn
D°X17 72 7NN P2 WD DR AT IWPa WICn TYIN NNTY 1IN 1wl N1Ywa
VP RPN 2792 073K DI TN YW NWINN P°ani wiain P2 1Nnnav N 0oao
ATY APIWNAI NPNRXY ANWAT NWINNA 07210 DPIRNA A0 NN DY 72wnnn oA
DRIV’ UINNRY

922 N1°2°0D2 PUDIRN NIPRIAN A21YYW DD ,DPRTM°A NIATING PNNAINAA 222700
D1 °21X°N R DAYY 700w TIpPn NPT WHNY 210 MWYY DYV DPXNRNY YA
07772010 21771 TWP N7 PN D1 .27137 IR PRI 17711 100 N131W N12°02 DIAXN DX 0°910N
NR PIAN A7 RXNN .DTYN N1°2°0021 NPNNTY 1TV 0’120 Y9 MRTM0 280 DX
W NIAINAT 222700 72V YWINN P20 22001 P2 2200 IATp DI1110°T YW IR
D IR RWIAY D2°190 D7D D2PAXN DR T DK1Y NPT 090 R0 NNy
D1PNTWONY T MYYY WY DXNRNY Ya1Ia Ho1 072°0D

DX1W°11 NPT RY1IY 027100 N0 NN2 YD IRNN — P00 22270 ,9011 2200
NvY121 0INI0 00N DPPAYN RTIA NN 0PI YW DPIRN Apnwni
VPN DR DTNV D70PR AT IWPT RPN 710, AT XKW1 M0N0 N12°051
RNty

D°1°DRNA D°N72AM DPWAY D»YVPN ARXIND MXTY M2°0 - 2 phn
n°Yow MYaxn oY DPVIR

21T VP TNPNY 720w N1YAAN DY DXTNY P2 D720 77 ORA PIT1AY ANC a00nn
0°71W°211 NPT °D 117V .N1PNNAM NPYAY M1’ 0°pTI20 0° 7702 °H0w mYann oy
/DWW DY NN N 17123 XXN°N 2010 WP R pn YW 0 N12n/07winn
/(1981 ,Y192) ™72 IR 72 K17 — XY 1077 NIYRWA WIN°Y WY1 .DKTMN YW 0°N12anN
(2001 "n7DX) 'D»W R 72 00N NYRWI (1996 ,1°2370) 'MTT WP NI’ 119RY
1921 ,MIX13pP *NYW P2 D°NN2NM D7V D902 D720 IRXN KD IPINa NIRXIN

IRTTPA NYDING *IWOR 1207 7NN AKX 17 12°0
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7w n"'7"75 n1mnxa 117 TInY'7 m'7210n ,n"1'n N1>10N
("w"7¥ AN IN7 N2 nTay ) n"75W m'7221n oy 1'n 111y

"1°2°%97 NPANRA” ) PIY TNy MYNonn” NPAo DR 0°0p1wn 219701 INIX CWIN
%Y DPMI2IYN DR 0’0021 ,1°%0W MY2N *HY1 PN °1772Y YW NP rni Nnonai
12X NMNJDIN NI YV NIPRNT DTN DR NIMA T 772V N5 1112101 NNnd0N
20°N7 19X DPNINNA NPNIRD°20 MND0A T DY 7aNIn,»yInn - *1opa” ipnnn 27n2
Quantitative) *nn3 1210 MIN°1 YY DOANNWY ,YIRA TIVIN 0N TN Ipnn 107 Ny
PR °1712Y NP01YIIRD 0°oN»Nna 117X P n 93 Y g pnt (Content Analysis
17X5 D°YA11 19X D°°N 09122 K 120w MY "o D TINY ,(72Yn1 18) D7IA12n
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Inbal Dvori Levy

Supervised by: Prof. Einat Peled,
Tel Aviv University, 2015

(Catalog No. 610)

Inbal Dvori tevy
Sexuality of people with intellectual disability: Parents
perspectives. (Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the

Requirements for the Master’s degree)

Literature Review- Sexuality of people with disabilities is often characterized in terms
of absence; or perceived as aggressive and revolting. In addition the public discourse
regards people with disabilities as highly prone to sexual abuse. The few studies that
contemplate on parents' of people with intellectual disability point of view uncover
the parents' ambivalence towards their offspring’s sexuality. On the one hand, parents
wish to protect their offspring, whom are perceived by them as sexually vulnerable.
On the other, they want to enable them a satisfying sexual life; though surrounded
by a silencing and excluding socio-cultural environment.

Research Method- this study was conducted in a qualitative-naturalistic approach,
and included 12 Semi structured in-depth interviews with parents of people with
intellectual disability. Findings - Parents presented ample problems in discussing
their offspring’s sexuality. It was Manifested in recruiting interviewees; and in the
difficulties of the parents who participated to Discuss their children’s sexuality.
Nonetheless, they revealed countless relevant stories concerning

Their offspring’s sexuality. The Parents’ perceptions and their involvement in their
offspring’s Sexuality were brimming with dilemmas and tensions which remain
unsolved. The parents related to Their offspring’s sexuality as abnormal and
problematic. They ignored it, prevented it and restrained Its manifestation due to the
prominent discourse of sexual assault. However, the parents also Recognized their
offspring’s sexuality and their right to express it, and strove to enable and expand
Their offspring’s expressions of sexuality. These perceptions were embodied in an
environment that Often oppresses expressions of sexuality of people with intellectual
disabilities; and is dearth of Social opportunities and professional support to people
with intellectual disability and their parents. Discussion - Two prominent issues
that emerged from the findings were examined: the interviews with the parents as
a dimension of potential threats on one hand, and a relief on the other, and the
dimension of the physical contact between the parents and children, which ranges
between expressions of love and care, and forbidden sexual contact.
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We conclude that pain experience of people with ID is enhanced compared to
controls, Specifically in those with DS and CP. It is therefore important to constantly
monitor the presence Of pain among these people in order to provide an appropriate
care. Among people with good Communication capabilities (mild-moderate ID) it is
possible to successtully obtained self Reports.

Of pain using the pyramid/faces scale. However, in instances where self-report is
problematic, Facial expressions using FACS may indicate the presence and perhaps
the intensity of pain.
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Perception of pain and pain reactivity among individuals with
intellectual disability: a search for objective measures

People with intellectual disability (ID) suffer from relatively high rates of pain due
to the etiology of ID and its consequences as well as due to medical procedures.
Evidence suggests that people with ID also exhibit increased sensitivity to pain.
Yet, studies suggest that people with ID receive less analgesic medications and
treatment visits compared to the general population. There are also cases of death
due to preventable complications of medical conditions. Possible reasons may be the
tendency of people with ID not to report pain in potentially painful instances, the
communication barriers and the lack of sufficient knowledge on pain perception and
reactivity among people with ID.

Our aim was to investigate pain perception of people with ID using subjective and
objective Measurements and reveal the index that may replace self-reports of pain.
Participants were 36 people with mild-moderate ID among which people with
Down syndrome (DS), cerebral palsy (CP) and unspecified ID. The control group
included 18 age and sex matched Volunteers with intact cognition. All the participants
received mechanical and thermal stimuli of Various intensities during which time
they were asked to rate their sensation on two pain scales (Pyramid and faces scales).
In addition, the facial expressions were analyzed (offline) using the Facial action
coding system=FACS and brain evoked related potentials (ERPs) were recorded.
The results show that people with ID- especially those with DS and CP- experience
increased Levels of pain compared to controls as evident by both the subjective
(self-reports) and Objective.

(Facial expressions and ERPs) measurements. The results also show that the analysis
of facial Expressions may replace self-reports of pain because the FACS exhibit a
stimulus-response Relationship with stimulation intensity in people with ID similarly
to controls. Analysis of the ERPs revealed a tendency towards slow conduction
velocity or processing time of signals. People With ID could successfully use the
self-report scales.
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is static is divorced from reality.

One of the limitations of this study is that it is based exclusively on documents:
minutes of diagnostic committees, sometimes rendering difficult to follow the process
leading from their deliberations to their decisions. For instance, from these minutes
it is difficult to understand how an individual’s ability to know right from wrong —
morally and legally — is determined. Furthermore, the diagnostic committees do not
properly refer to the details of the crime, and its meaning to the defendant.

Despite their shortcomings, the decisions of the diagnostic committees regarding
competence to stand trial and criminal responsibility are almost completely identical
to those of the courts. The intellectually disabled are, for the most part, considered
unable to stand trial and are criminally irresponsible, whereas the intellectually
borderline are, for the most part, considered competent to stand trial and criminally
responsible. More than half (553%) of the research population were found by the
committees to be competent to stand trial, a decision echoed by the courts in 54.5%
of the cases. The respective figures with regard to criminal responsibility were 557%
and 54.5%.

Thus, the courts rely on the decisions of the diagnostic committees and adopt
them, even if they are inconsistent with scientific models. In our opinion, decisions
of diagnosis committees which are not based on valid and reliable examinations
and tools are open to doubt. This raises the urgent need for structured evaluation
tools to prevent partial and non-integrative decisions based on flawed processes.
The consequences of these decisions are momentous. The use of structured
evaluation tools, even if they have not been standardized could minimize the various
diagnosticians’ biases. Such tools will contribute to the design of evidence-based
practice in which there is much less room for intuition.

This study calls upon decision makers to develop and use tools specifically tailored to
the intellectually disabled. Moreover, research and clinical work in this important field
should be promoted because of the consequences for the victims, the intellectually
disabled offenders, and society as a whole.
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Regarding sexual risk, this study found that the majority of those evaluated for
long-term sexual risk were considered to have high-level risk of sexual recidivism,
suggesting that intellectually disabled sex offenders are the most dangerous. The risk
evaluations currently used in Israel with non-disabled sex offenders are also used to
evaluate intellectually disabled or borderline sex offenders. However, due to their
intellectual limitations which greatly reduce their ability to understand the nature
and consequences of their actions, their difficulties in benefitting from therapeutic
insights, their limited ability to cooperate, their ignorance of the law and their lack of
sexual knowledge, many relevant questions remain unanswered by such evaluations.
This could mean that when evaluated by conventional means, this population’s risk
level is overestimated.

This study recommends the use of ARMIDILO-S, which appropriately relies on
variables which are static, dynamic, and environmental, and are particularly adjusted
to intellectually disabled and borderline sex offenders, as they are heavily represented
among welfare services and the mental health clients. This study shows that out of
all sex offenders institutionalized in Israel since 2006 (the year in which Protection
of the Public from Sex Offenders Law, 5766-2006 was passed) only 22 of those
examined were evaluated for sexual risk. Intellectually disabled sex offenders must be
referred to the best available risk evaluation as required by law.

With regard to competence to stand trial, the findings show that out of the 49
factors of CAST-MR, 25 were actually never referred to in any assessment. It was
also found that many other factors were only very rarely referred to. The number
of factors to which the recommendations referred varied from 0 to 30 (M = 59).
Furthermore, it appears that diagnostic committees pay very limited attention to
the range of professionals operating in the forensic field. In addition, the decision-
making process which takes into consideration the defendant’s ability to assist his
counsel in his defense, and to grant power of attorney is not taken into any account
in those committees.

Our examination of issues related to criminal responsibility shows that most
assessments do not refer to the majority of the factors included in R-CRAS evaluation.
The number of factors actually referred to ranges from 3 to 19 (M = 109). In Israel,
there are no diagnostic tools for establishing criminal responsibility, let alone tools
adapted for the intellectually disabled population. The diagnostic committees never
refer specifically to the time of offence, probably assuming that in most cases a
person’s condition at the time of committing the offence has remained unchanged
until the time of evaluation. The diagnostic committee minutes refer in general terms
to the individual’s personality, characteristics, relationships, general background, etc.
— at the time of evaluation. Any attempt to infer the state of the defendant at the time
the offence was committed from his state at the time of evaluation necessarily relies
on theoretical speculation (Almagor, 2002), and the assumption that a human being
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Diagnosticians and clinicians dealing with the problems of competence to stand
trial, criminal responsibility and the sexual risk posed by sex offenders with
intellectual disability base their evaluations on clinical conventions and insights.
This study examines the appropriateness of these conventions and insights for the
clinical-scientific research model. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first
study on this subject conducted in Israel using quantitative content analysis of all
archived cases related to adult sex offenders with intellectual disability incarcerated
or institutionalized in 1975- 2013 (N = 126).

First, the study reviews modern explanations for sexual criminality amongst the
intellectually disabled, including the counterfeit deviance hypothesis which is
particularly relevant to the population of this study. The discussion section focuses
on the relationship between the theories and models reviewed and the study’s
findings. The element common to all is developmental-educational-personal, such
that intellectual disability is linked to other risk factors, and causes a continuum
of developmental difficulties, which may, in the end, lead to inappropriate sexual
behavior or at worst, sexual offending.

In order to compare the scientific model with clinical conventions and insights, we
have reviewed some of the instruments used by professionals in their decisions,
including the Competence Assessment for Standing Trial for Defendants with
Mental Retardation (CAST-MR; Everington & Luckasson, 1991); Rogers Criminal
Responsibility Assessment Scales (R-CRAS; Rogers, 1984) designed to determine
criminal responsibility at the time of committing the offence; and Assessment of Risk
and Manageability of Individuals with Developmental and Intellectual Limitations
who Offend — Sexually (ARMIDILO-S; Boer, Tough & Haaven, 2004).

In addition to this comparison, we have examined whether court determinations
of competence to stand trial and criminal responsibility correlate with clinical
conventions and insights or the scientific model, and if so, to what a degree.
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initiative. This finding reinforces the existence of cognitive dissonance between the
cognitive and emotional components and the behavioral component of the singles’
position towards relationships and marriage. Singles declare that they want to marry
but are passive about doing what needs to be done when seeking a relationship.

Another element, the parental component, depicts a gap in parental attitude towards
relationships and marriage, as reflected the participants’ accounts. The parents of
singles transmit conflicting messages and are strikingly passive regarding this subject,
while the parents of people in relationships actively encouraged a couple relationship.

Part 3 - Reasons for singlehood caused by the emotional and social

difficulties characteristic of people with 1D

The goal was to test if there is a difference between singles with ID and people
in a couple relationship with ID on measures of emotional and social abilities.
We hypothesized that the level of emotional/social skills of the people in a couple
relationship would be higher than emotional/social skill level of singles. A self-image
'He is/I am' questionnaire (Glantz, 1981), and a friendliness questionnaire (Margalit,
1996) and a questionnaire on personal relationships (Efrati, 2001) were used. The
research results found no difference in emotional and social skills of the two groups,
so this reason is not a possible explanation for singlehood.

In conclusion, this study raises several possible explanations for the phenomenon of
singlehood among people with ID:

1. Excessive maternal protectiveness.

2. Lack of a paternal relationship.

3. Utopian, unrealistic concept of a couple relationship and its meaning,

4. Desire to establish a couple relationship accompanied by anxiety, passivity and
relationship avoidance.

5. Mixed messages from parents.

The study presents the educational implications of the findings and recommendations
for future research.
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and people in a couple relationship.
It was found that singles’ expectations of married life were higher than those of
people in a relationship. Single women gave greater weight to personality traits,
virtues and practical traits for everyday life. Conversely, women in a relationship gave
lower grades to these traits. It was also found that single women’s expectations of a
partner were higher and they wanted a partner with most of the traits. In contrast,
women in a relationship were more moderate in their expectations from a partner.
These results point to the utopian, unrealistic vision of marital relationship held by
single people. It is possible that people in a couple relationship have a more realistic
and balanced schema of a marital relationship than singles. Among people in a
relationship, there is a hierarchy of expectations from marriage and their partner,
and they understand that 'you cannot have it all'. However, singles’ schema of a
couple relationship and marriage is an unrealistic, 'fantastical' image of 'Cinderella
and Prince Charming'.
In addition, semi-structured interviews were conducted to examine themes related
to singlehood: The desire/lack of desire to marry, positive/negative feelings about
couple relationships, statements expressing active initiative for forming a relationship
(internal locus of control), statements expressing passivity towards forming a
relationship (external locus of control), and parental positions from the perspective
of the participants (do parents encourage, reject or ignore relationships). The
qualitative interviews confirmed the quantitative findings.
Results of the qualitative interviews illuminated the phenomenon of singlehood
from another angle. Three elements were found to cause singlehood among people
with ID, in cognitive, emotional and behavioral factors that correspond to the three
components of 'attitude’ (Feldman, 1993; Freedman, Carismith, & Sears, 1970; Levi-
Segev & Herts-Lazarowitz, 1986; McDavid & Harari, 1974).
The cognitive component — the couple relationship schema of singles is unrealistic,
unlike that of people in a couple relationship.
The emotional component — for most singles, thoughts about couple relationships
and marriage are accompanied by negative feelings of fear from the realization of
a couple relationship in their present stage of life, a sense of emotional immaturity
and a desire to postpone actualization of a couple relationship. There is a gap
between a declaration of desire to establish a relationship and get married, and
the emotional expression of fear and helplessness. Among people in relationship,
thinking about couple relationships is accompanied by positive descriptions, a sense
of self-fulfillment and passion for the realization of marriage.
The behavioral component — the behavior of singles, as disclosed by the interviews,
is characterized by passivity in everything related to the efforts they must make when
seeking a couple relationship. Their locus of control is external and they attribute the
situation to a variety of reasons, like a divine decree or fate. People in relationships
also attributed the singlehood of their friends to passivity and lack of proactive
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Thelen, 1991), which contains two indices of how intimacy is expressed: verbal
intimacy, the ability to share emotions and thoughts verbally; and active intimacy, the
ability to act jointly and take initiative. We also used the questionnaire on Intimate
Disclosure in Interpersonal Relationships: Adolescent Intimacy (Shulman, Laursen,
Kalman, & Karpovsky, 1997) which includes two indices relating to the subject of
intimacy: personal intimacy for the ability to share personal content related to the self
with a partner, and external intimacy, the ability to share personal content related to
others with a partner. We hypothesized that the capacity for intimacy among people
in a couple relationship would be higher than among singles. This hypothesis was
rejected. The indices of active intimacy and verbal intimacy were found to be high
among both singles and people in a couple relationship. These findings suggest
that among adults with ID; there is a sufficient degree of openness and disclosure
ability to allow intimacy with a partner. Male participants were found to have a
higher capacity for active intimacy than verbal intimacy. This finding is consistent
with studies in the general population and the population with ID, where gender
differences are found between men and women (Hook, Gerstein, & Gridley, 2003;
Tannen, 1990; Twohey & Ewing, 1995).

Part 2: Modern theories

Reasons for singlehood from the perspectives of 'choice or lack of chance'
The goal was to examine differences in the concept of marriage and expectations
from a partner among singles and people in a couple relationship.

We used two questionnaires designed to test the expectations of married life and the
desired characteristics in a partner. The Reasons for Marriage Scale (RMS; Shapiro,
1997) includes two indices: The first of the emotional reasons for marriage related
to the commitment to a partner, dedication and satisfaction from the relationship.
The second measures formal/practical reasons and describes the practical and formal
benefits from marriage, and those related to social acceptance and public recognition
by society of the couple’s relationship. The questionnaire on the desired features of
a spouse/partner (Shahar, 1988) includes two indices: One representing personality
traits and virtues, while the other represents practical traits and efficiency in everyday
life.

It was difficult to formulate hypotheses for this part, so we used research questions:
Will singles and people in a couple relationship have different perceptions of the
institution of marriage and expectations from a partner, and will there be different
themes in the two groups.

Almost all participants in the study (99%) expressed a desire to maintain a couple
relationship. They all expressed a need to make a connection to a member of the
opposite sex, and were aware of the contribution that a couple relationship makes to
the quality of life. Moreover, 74% of the participants expressed a desire to formalize
the relationship and marry. In this respect there was no difference between the singles
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of chance' because of excessive expectations from the other partner in the couple
(Reynolds et al., 2007) or the selective/adaptation mechanism (Lesthaeghe & Moors,
2002).

Parallel to the classical and modern theories, we examined whether the singlehood
phenomenon among people with ID stems from more basic difficulties in the social/
emotional realm and difficulties creating socialization patterns not only with people
of the opposite sex, but also with those of the same sex.

The research participants were 96 adults with mild to moderate ID, age 25-65, divided
into two groups. One group included 40 single adults (41.7%) who had (until the
time of the study) never maintained a long-term couple relationship (more than two
years). The other group included 56 adults who had maintained a steady couple
relationship for more than two years. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were
used. The research goals, hypotheses and results for each of the study’s three parts
are presented below.

Part 1: Psychological theories for explaining singlehood
Singlehood caused by difficulties with the necessary skills, according to

the Attachment Theory (Hazan & Shaver, 1987):

The goal was to examine whether there is a difference between the attachment styles
and close social networks of single adults and people in a couple relationship with
ID. The Attachment Style Questionnaire (Hazan & Shaver, 1987) and the Social
Networks Questionnaire (Furman & Buhrmester, 1985) were used.

We hypothesized that a secure attachment style would be found among people in
a couple relationship while the attachment style of the singles would be insecure,
anxious or avoidant. Furthermore, we hypothesized that the attachment hierarchy
with close figures (mother, father, friend and counselor) among the people in a
couple relationships would be different from the attachment hierarchy among singles.
Both groups presented a secure attachment style. The hypothesis of differences in
the attachment hierarchy with various figures was confirmed. Among singles, the
study found a higher level of attachment to the mother figure than to other figures,
while the relationship with the father or a friend were higher for those in a couple
relationship. We found, similar to research on singles in the general population, that
the father has a significant role in the ability of adults to establish couple relationships
in adulthood (Lamb, 2004; Lewis & Lamb, 2003; Mallers, Charles, Neupert, &
Almeida, 2010). It seems that an overly strong relationship with the mother hinders
creation of a couple relationship.

Singlehood caused by difficulties in couple skills according to Intimacy Theory of
Erikson (1963).

The goal was to investigate whether there is a difference between single adults and
people in a couple relationship with ID, and in their ability to create an intimate
relationship. Participants completed the Fear of Intimacy Scale (FIS; Descutner &
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The main purpose of the current research was to examine the reasons for the
singlehood phenomenon among adults with intellectual disability (ID), with
reference to psychological theories (Bowlby, 1969/1982; (Erikson, 1963), as well as
modern theories, ‘Choice and Lack of Chance’ (Reynold, Watherell, & Taylors et
al., 2007) and the ‘selective/adaptation mechanism’ (Lesthaeghe & Moors, 2002),
which explain singlehood in the population with typical development (TD).

Prior research on this subject in a population with ID focused on intimate relationships,
the concept of ‘love” and the quality of the couple relationship (Kijak, 2011; Lesseliers
& VanHove, 2002; Lofgren-Martenson, 2004; Servais, 2006). Lacking previous
research on singlehood in a population with ID, several theoretical models were
presented, proposing two perspectives for viewing the reasons for singlehood in a
population with TD: Psychological theories and modern theories.

The psychological theories, both the Attachment Theory (Bowlby, 1969/1982) and
the Intimacy Theory (Erikson, 1963) claim that the creation of a couple relationship
is dependent on the individual’s self, and the lack of a relationship is the result of
difficulties related to personality, including insecure attachment or difficulty creating
intimacy. The modern 'Choice or Lack of Chance' theory relates to singlehood from
the perspective of the singles themselves and the influence of the environment, culture
and values. In modern society, singlehood can indeed be the result of choice, and
the reasons for the lack of a couple relationship could be found along a continuum
between choice and lack of chance, in which the latter is also connected to the
individual’s internal/external locus of control and the array of expectations they have
from a partner.

This study aimed to determine if singlehood in the population with ID is caused
either: 1. difficulty with the skills required for a couple relationship (for example,
attachment (Bowlby, 1969/1982) and/or the ability create intimacy (Erikson, 1963);
and/or 2. attitude towards couple relationships and marriage: A 'choice or lack
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The experience of adults with intellectual developmental
disabilities with verbal violence: comparison between adults
living at home, in the community and residential settings.

The violence experienced by people with disabilities in general, and people with
intellectual developmental disabilities in particular, is widely discussed in the research
literature around the world and in Israel. Violence is reported as a barrier that affects
social integration of people with disabilities in the community. There are numerous
studies on physical violence, mainly sexual, but few studies have been done on the
subject of verbal violence directed towards children and people with intellectual
developmental disability (Hughes, Bellis, Jones, Wood, Bates, 2012; Karni-Vizer,
2014; Khalifeh, Woward, Osborn, Moran, Johnson, 2013).

Verbal violence is defined as any use of language in which the aim of the aggressor
is to intimidate, frighten, or harm by yelling or swearing, engaging in name calling,
or using other words with the intention to control or hurt the victim (Uzun, 2003).
The aims of the current study were: 1. to examine to what extant people with
intellectual developmental disability experience verbal violence that is directed at them.
2. To find out the support provided to victims and comparing three frameworks of
living arrangement: community housing, residential housing and living with their
families. The findings of this study shed light on the prevalence of verbal violence
that people with IDD are exposed to, and offer intervention programs dealing
with verbal violence towards them. Furthermore, it can be helpful to the team
that provides housing services and guide these people. The research methodology
included an especially designed questionnaire on verbal violence with open and
closed items. Level A sample of 90 violence adults answered the questionnaire. The
findings showed that the level of exposure to verbal is significantly higher, among
community housing tenants and among those living in residential setting than among
participants who lived with their families. In addition, it was found that the staft in
the community living arrangement offered the best support and dealt with two-thirds
of the cases unlike the even lower percent of the cases reported by residents of the
residential setting and at home.
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Preface

"Science is supposedly able to make verifiable predictions of future reality. This
power has great value to improve a person's ability to respond to a given reality.
(From Wikipedia, the value of science” .http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki)

The Shalem Foundation also views science as a tool able to create important and
significant change in the field of intellectual developmental disability in a range of
areas such as: policy, society, education and more.

We live in a time of rapid changes to our reality compared to the past, and the basis
of academic research is also affected by this change. Nowadays there are significant
trends where the principles of academic research are being directed towards feasibility,
applicability and wtility of the findings.

The Shalem Foundation has chosen to invest resources in studies that have significant
aspects off feasibility and implementation and where the outcome of their results and
recommendations can be implemented at all levels from social therapeutic services
to policy making,

Our Support of research is aimed to influence the 'work on the ground', formulating
innovative significant research questions in order to achieve the highest quality of
life for a person with intellectual disability as part of the community.

This year we are proud to hold a first scientific research conference where there
will be five recent studies presented in the field of developmental cognitive disability
from three higher education institutions: The University of Tel Aviv, The University
of Haifa and Bar Ilan University. All of these studies were supported by grants from
the Shalem Foundation.

The research questions and results of these studies bring insights, recommendations,
and products that contribute to professional knowledge and have a direct effect
on the fieldwork quality and community frame works which serve people with
intellectual developmental disabilities.

The conference and abstracts material are a means of distributing and providing access
to this professional knowledge. We hope that it will encourage further professional
literature, and other studies that promote research of developmental disabilities in all
areas of academia.

Ms. Riva Muskal ~ Mr. Haim Ga’ash Prof. Talma Kushnir
CEQO Shalem Fund Chairperson of the Board Chairperson of the Research
Shalem Fund Committee Shalem Fund
Mayor, Pardes Hana- Carcur ~ Department of Sociology of Health
and Gerontology,
Faculty of Health Sciences,
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
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